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j |asses  begin.  Titles  of  other  reading  matter  are  suggested. 
|i  Class  1.  Introduction — Existing  Colonial  Policy — Sections  I 

and  2. 

Class  2.  Problem  of  Liberation  of  Colonial  Peoples — Terri- 
tories under  Japanese  Occupation — Sections  3  and  5. 
Class  3.  Steps  to  Liberation — Section  4. 
Class  4.   British     Labour     Movement    and    the     Colonies — • 
Section  5. 

Page   numbers   given   in    brackets   refer   to   the   policy   document   The 
Colonies — The  Wav  Forward. 


Class    1.  Introduction — Existing    Colonial    Policy 

The  following  are  the  principal  themes  for  this  class  :— 

(1)  The  new  peispectives  opening  up  for  Colonial  peoples. 

(2)  Victory  over  Fascism  by  the   United  Nations  presents 
most  favourable  conditions  for  Colonial  liberation. 

(3)  The   need   for    British   people   to    remove   doubts   and 
suspicions  respecting  the  future. 

(4)  The    fullest    self-determination    and    self-rule    of    the 
Colonial  peoples  are  in  the  common  interest  of  them  and  of 
the  people  of  Britain. 

(5)  The  characteristic  features'  of  present  Colonial  system. 

(6)  The  claims  of  Trusteeship. 
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(1)  The  new  perspectives  for  the  Colonial  peoples.     In  the 

Atlantic  Charter,  Clause  3,  the  signatoties  declare  "  They 
respect  the  right  of  all  peoples  to  choose  the  form  of  govern- 
ment under  which  they  will  live  ;  and  they  wish  to  see  the 
sovereign  rights  and  self-government  restored  to  those  who 
have  been  forcibly  deprived  of  them." 

The  Teheran  declaration,  the  collaboration  between  Britain, 
the  U.S.S.R.  and  U.S.A.  for  peace  as  well  as  for  war  :  the 
practical  steps  that  have  been  taken  to  organise  democratic 
advance  and  international  collaboration  (UNRRA,  Hot 
Springs,  Bretton  Woods,  Dumbarton  Oaks)  must  inevitably 
affect  favourably  the  world  attitude  tc  the  claims  of  the  Colonial 
peoples  (p.  5). 

The  growth  in  recent  years  of  the  national  liberation  move- 
ments in  the  Colonies  justifies  every  confidence  in  respect  of 
the  general  advancement  of  Colonial  peoples  (p.  26). 

(2)  Favourable    Conditions    for    Colonial    Liberation.     The 

Colonial  peoples  have  shown  their  political  understanding  and 
maturity  by  their  appreciation  of  the  fact  that  Fascism  is  the 
enemy  of  all  mankind.  This  is  as  true  for  the  peoples  still 
subject  to  Colonial  rule  as  it  is  for  those  people  defending  the 
freedom  and  democracy  which  they  already  enjoy.  In  the 
fight  against  the  common  enemy,  Fascism,  a  bond  of  unity 
is  being  built  up  between  progressive  sections  in  the  United 
Nations  with  the  peoples  in  the  Colonial  countries.  As  a 
result  there  exists  at  the  present  moment  a  most  favourable 
situation  for  a  rapid  advance  of  the  Colonial  peoples.  Fascism 
represents  the  most  vicious  racial  superiority  and  denial  of 
freedom  and  democracy.  For  long  many  peoples  will  have 
cause  to  remember  the  brutal  and  cruel  way  this  policy  was 
applied.  In  securing  victory  over  Fascism  we  destroy  the 
main  stronghold  of  this  "  superior  race  theory  "  and  establish 
the  right  of  political  freedom  and  democracy.  Thus,  by 
participating  in  this  fight  the  Colonial  peoples  establish  "  most 
favourable  conditions  for  their  own  future  liberation  "  (pp. 
5-6). 

(3)  British   People   Must    Remove   Doubts.     In   this    urgent 
situation  the  British  people  have  a  tremendous  responsibility 
to  make  clear  their  attitude  towards  the  aspirations  of  the 
Colonial    peoples.     This    must    be    done    immediately.      In 
addition  to  declaring  our  grjieral  support  for  the  liberation  of 


the  Colonial  peoples,  we  must  secure  a  clear  statement  from 
the  Government  that  the  principles  of  the  Atlantic  Charter, 
particularly  the  "  right  of  all  peoples  to  choose  the  form  of 
government  under  which  they  will  live  "  applies  equally  to  all 
Colonial  countries  (p.  6). 

(4)  Common  Interests.     Full  self-development  and  self-rule 
for  the  Colonial  peoples  are  in  the  interest  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  people  of  Britain.  This,  however,  is  opposed  by  the  small 
but   powerful   section   of  monopoly   capitalists   who   derive 
super  profits  from  the  economic  and  political  exploitation  of 
the  Colonies.     Our  task  is  therefore  to  win  the  Labour  and 
progressive  movement  as  speedily  as  possible  to  support  the 
demands  of  the  Colonial  peoples,  and  at  the  same  time  to  put 
forward  a  practical  policy  of  support  of  these  demands. 

First  of  all,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  examine  in  some 
detail  the  effects  of  present  Colonial  policy. 

(5)  Existing   Colonial   System.     There   are   three   principal 
features  of  British  policy  which  affect  all  Colonies  in  greater 
or  lesser  degree. 

(a)  None    of  them   are    self-governing  ;  civil   liberties    are 
severely  restricted  ;  even  where  some  limited  form  of  represen- 
tative institution  exists,  it  is  devoid  of  real  power. 

(b)  Economically  all  Colonies  are  subordinated  to  British 
interests.     Their  control  is  exercised  sometimss  directly,  either 
by   companies    enjoying   concessions,   or   by    settlers   appro- 
priating the  best  land  and  resources  ;  sometimes  indirectly,  as 
when,  for  instance,  indigenous  production  is  controlled  by  the 
big  monopolies  who  buy  up  the  entire  crop  for  sale  outside 
the  country  (pp.  7-11). 

(c)  As  a  direct  result  of  British  rule,  the  development  of  all 
Colonies  is  either  arrested  or  retrograde.     Low  standards  of 
living  prevail,   facilities  for  education  are   scandalously  in- 
adequate, and  there  is  a  lack  of  elementary  social  services. 

The  first  of  these  features  is  illustrated  by  the  facts  and 
figures  (pp.  8-10)  which  show  that  in  the  industrial  as  well 
as  in  the  political  field  the  development  of  opportunity  for 
democratic  initiative  of  the  inhabitants  is  calamitously  in- 
adequate and  slow. 

Examples  are  given  of  the  effects  of  Economic  Subordination 
(p.  11),  of  the  impoverishment  of  the  peasantry  (pp.  13-14), 
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of  the  Poll  Tax  and  Forced  Labour  (pp.  14-18),  and  examples 
of  wages  paid  to  workers  (pp.  18  and  19). 

Evidence  of  the  third  feature,  the  backward  conditions, 
drawn  from  Government  Reports  and  figures,  is  given  on  pages 
19-21,,  which  present  a  picture  of  disease,  malnutrition,  over- 
crowding and  lack  of  sanitation.  For  the  present  system  of 
education  see  pages  21  and  22 ;  and  pages  22  and  23,  where 
Newfoundland  is  given  as  "  an  instructive  case." 

(6)  The  Claim  of  Trusteeship.  Supporters  of  the  Colonial 
system  claim  it  to  be  a  system  of  "  trusteeship  "  in  which  the 
welfare  of  the  original  inhabitants  comes  foremost  and  every- 
thing is  being  done  to  advance  the  inhabitants  towards  self- 
government.  From  the  facts  and  from  the  Colonial  Secretary's 
own  words  it  is  clear  that  "  no  change  is  contemplated  in  the 
existing  system  we  have  described  "  (pp.  23-24).  Our  policy 
document  criticizes  this  claim  and  shows  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Colonial  Development  and  Welfare  Act  are  grotesquely 
inadequate.  The  expenditure  under  this  Act  so  far  works 
out  to  approximately  3d.  per  head  per  annum  of  the  population 
in  the  Colonies  (pp.  24-25). 


Class  2.  Problem  of  Liberation  of  Colonial  Peoples. 
Territories    under    Japanese    Occupation. 
Sections  3  and  5 
The  following  are  the  principal  themes  for  this  class  : — 

(1)  The  meaning  of  self-determination  as  the  final  democratic 
solution  of  the  Colonial  question. 

(2)  Common  objections  to  the  policy  of  self-determination. 

(3)  Self-determination  is  essentially  in  the  interests  of  all 
peoples. 

(4)  The  Soviet  Constitution  as  a  successful  application  of 
full  self-determination. 

(5)  The   treatment    of  those    territories    previously    under 
British  rule  but  now  under  Japanese  occupation. 

(1)  The  Meaning  of  Self-Determination.  Self-determination 
means  that  the  people  in  each  Colonial  territory  should  have 
the  right  to  decide  their  own  way  of  life  and  to  establish  their 
own  forms  of  government  without  any  coercion  or  interference 
from  outside. 


(2)  Objections   to   the   Policy   of  Self-Determination.    The 

arguments  that  the  Colonial  peoples  are  "  not  yet  fit "  or 
"  unripe  "  for  self-determination  are  used  by  those  who  have 
obvious  interests  in  maintaining  the  subjection  of  Colonial 
peoples.  They  are  also  often  used  by  progressive  spokesmen, 
philanthropically  inclined  to  support  progress  of  Colonial 
people  but  feeling  convinced  of  their  unfitness  for  self-govern- 
ment. These  are  extremely  dangerous  arguments,  and  can 
lead  to  false  and  dangerous  conclusions  (pp.  27-29). 

The  fact  is  that  there  are  a  number  of  stages  of  development 
of  peoples  within  the  British  Empire,  but  there  are  no  examples 
where  such  advances  towards  self-government  had  been  made 
because  the  Colonial  Office  had  judged  those  people  as  being 
past  the  "  not  yet  fit  "  stage.  There  should  have  been  if  the 
argument  had  been  seriously  intended  as  a  description  of  a 
policy  consistently  pursued. 

(3)  Self-Determination  is  Essentially  in  the  Interest  of  all 
Peoples.    So  long  as  monopoly  interests  hold  grip  over  Colonies, 
so  long  will  British  people  be  faced  with  difficulties  and  reaction 
in  their  own  country.    To  quote  Marx,  "  No  nation  can  be  free 
if  it  oppresses  other  nations."    This  is  equally  true  to-day  as  it 
was  80  years  ago  (p.  30). 

The  alternative  policy  that  >we  advocate  is  one  which  will 
not  only  raise  the  standard  of  living  of  the  Colonial  people, 
but  by  so  doing  make  possible  a  tremendous  expansion  of 
the  market  for  goods  produced  by  Britain  and  other  advanced 
industrial  countries.  Such  a  policy  would  benefit  the  people 
of  Britain  as  well  as  the  people  of  the  Colonial  countries  and 
would  provide  a  democratic  basis  for  a  new  civilisation  (p.  29). 

(4)  Tsarist  Empire  and  the  U.S.S.R.     The  peoples  of  the 
Tsarist  colonies  were  deprived  of  self-government,  and  denied 
democratic  rights.     All  the  characteristics  of  Colonial  rule 
were  present.    The  Tsarist  Empire  was  termed  a  "  prison-house 
of  peoples  "  (p.  30). 

The  principle  of  self-determination  of  nationalities  was 
proclaimed  in  a  document  signed  by  Lenin  and  Stalin  in 
November,  1917,  and  steps  were  taken  immediately  to  assist 
in  every  way  the  development  of  the  former  colonies  and  to 
redress  the  balance  of  inequality.  The  voluntary  fraternal 
association  was  assured. 


The  new  freedom  brought  these  people  of  the  many  nationali- 
ties happiness,  security,  education,  cultural  development, 
industrial  development  and  progress  in  every  direction. 

In  Stalin's  words  : — "  All  nations  and  races,  irrespective  of 
their  past  and  present  position — irrespective  of  their  strength 
or  weakness,  should  enjoy  equal  rights  in  all  spheres  of  econo- 
mic, social,  political  and  cultural  life  "  (pp.  30  and  32). 

(5)  Territories  under  Japanese  Occupation.  Since  the 
occupation  of  British  Far  Eastern  Colonies  by  Japan,  steps 
have  been  taken  by  the  Japanese  conquerors  to  consolidate 
their  hold.  In  Burma,  for  example,  a  puppet  Government 
has  been  set  up  and  "  independence  "  proclaimed.  At  the 
same  time,  all  independent  Burmese  Committees  have  been 
broken  up.  Everything  in  Burma  is  controlled  in  the  interests 
of  the  occupation  forces. 

The  two  Shan  States  and  the  four  Malay  States  have  been 
transferred  to  the  puppet  Government  of  Thailand  (pp.  45-50). 

In  order  to  win  the  support  of  the  countries  overrun  by  them, 
the  Japanese  made  the  pretence  of  offering  freedom,  "  freedom 
to  form  their  own  Government."  The  Chungking  Government, 
in  order  to  counteract  the  Japanese,  have  declared  that  in 
fighting  for  the  independence  of  China  their  objective  is  the 
"  freedom  of  all  Asiatic  peoples,"  while  the  declaration  of  the 
American  Government  that  the  Philippines  would  be  indepen- 
dent the  moment  Japanese  military  power  had  been  destroyed 
has  effectively  countered  the  Japanese  moves. 

Britain,  which  could  be  most  influential  and  important,  has 
made  only  vague  and  limited  statements.  As  a  result,  vast 
numbers  of  potential  allies  are  lost  to  the  cause  of  the  demo- 
cratic peoples  of  the  world.  A  firm  declaration  that  Britain 
was  granting  freedom  to  Burma,  backed  by  concrete  steps, 
would  win  the  people  of  Burma  as  allies  alongside  the  Indian, 
Chinese,  British  and  American  forces  (pp.  45-46).  In  this  way 
a  big  contribution  could  be  made  to  the  shortening  of  the  war 
against  Japan.  Such  a  declaration  would  have  an  extremely 
healthy  effect  in  relation  to  all  other  Colonial  countries. 

The  steps  necessary  following  the  liberation  of  Burma  are 
dealt  with  (pp.  47-49).  Such  measures  would  ensure  the 
political  and  economic  development  of  Burma. 

Our  attitude  towards  the  future  of  Malaya,  Hong  Kong, 
Borneo,  should  also  be  made  equally  clear  (pp.  49-51). 


Stress  must  be  placed  upon  the  urgency  to  take  necessary 
steps  to  win  these  people  as  allies  in  the  fight  to  destroy  Japanese 
aggression. 


Class  3.     Steps  to  Liberation 

The  following  are  the  principal  themes  for  this  class  : — 

(1)  Eliminate  present  forms  of  exploitation,  give  full  assis- 
tance to  development  of  resources,  and  make  the  interests  of  the 
Colonial  peoples  the  primary  concern. 

(2)  Fullest  support  for  economic  and  industrial  development 
and  to  modernise  agriculture. 

(3)  Provide    adequate    Health,  Welfare,    Medical    Services, 
and  end  illiteracy. 

(4)  Introduce   Labour  Legislation  covering  Factory   Acts, 
Workmen's  Compensation  and  Social  Insurance. 

(5)  Establish   responsible   government   with   full   franchise 
and  civil  rights. 

(1)  Eliminate  Present  Forms  of  Exploitation.     Develop  the 
three  points  dealt  with  on  (pp.  33-34).    In  order  to  eliminate 
present  forms  of  exploitation  it  is  necessary  to  provide  the 
fullest  assistance  from  this  country  for  the  development  of 
resources  and  to  make  the  primary  concern  that  of  the  interests 
of  the  Colonial  peoples. 

(2)  Economic  and  Industrial  Development.    Detailed  measures 
and  plans  under  control  of  the  Governments  of  the  Colonies 
should  include  : — 

(a)  Balance  between  export  crops  and  crops  for  local  con- 
sumption ;  development  of  internal  markets  ;  development 
of  industry  to  balance  development  of  agriculture  and 
mining. 

(b)  The  above  balance  to  be  determined  on  a  basis  of  adequate 
nutritional  standards  for  Colonial  peoples. 

(c)  Revision  of  taxation,  which  (as  well  as  long-term  labour 
contracts)  operates  detrimentally  to  native  industry  and 
agriculture  and  harms  the  economic  and  social  life  of 
tribes  and  villages. 


(d)  Provision  of  land  for  agriculture,  with  security  of  tenure 
and  with  prevention  of  exploitation  by  landlords,  middle- 
men and  usurers. 

(e)  Encouragement  of  co-operation  in  agriculture  by  supply 
of  capital,  equipment  and  machinery,  through  the  Colonial 
Development  and  Welfare  Act.    The  encouragement  of  a 
Co-operative  movement   both    for   producers   and   con- 
sumers. 

(/)    Special  attention  to   Scientific   Research  in  all  aspects, 
especially  in  respect  of  food  crops  and  mineral  research. 

(g)    Effective  technical  guidance  and  training  under  Govern- 
ment control  (pp.  33-34). 
Develop  description  of  mineral  resources  and  possibilities 

of  industrial  development  (pp.  34-37). 
Industrialisation   to   be   developed   in   an   organised   way. 

The  people  of  the  Colony  to  have  a  major  voice  in  such  or- 
ganisation. 
Valuable     lessons     in    the    development    of   Co-operative 

movement  should  be  stressed  (p.  36). 
Quote  from  the  Resolution  passed  by  the  17th  Congress  of 

the  Communist  Party  "  Britain  for  the  People  "  : — 

"  The  programme  of  post-war  reconstruction  in  Britain 
can  only  be  carried  out  with  full  success  if  it  is  linked  with 
the  programme  for  international  post-war  reconstruction  and 
political  and  economic  co-operation,  as  planned  by  the 
United  Nations.  The  British  people  will  be  able  to  play  a 
leading  part  in  international  economic  co-operation  for 
reconstruction,  increased  world  trade  and  raising  of  world 
standards.  The  liberation  of  India,  and  the  speediest 
advance  to  self-government  of  the  Colonial  peoples,  will 
need  to  be  accompanied  by  immediate  measures  to  assist 
the  economic  and  social  development  of  these  peoples,  with 
a  view  to  rapidly  raising  their  standard  of  living.  It  is  along 
these  lines,  and  not  through  cut-throat  fight  for  monopolist 
markets,  that  the  problems  of  Britain's  post-war  trade  can 
be  successfully  solved." 

(3)  Social  Services.  Plans  for  the  improvement  of  the 
health  of  the  people  in  the  Colonies  must  be  pressed  forward 
as  a  matter  of  urgency  (p.  37).  Immediate  measures  must  be 
taken  to  end  illiteracy ;  such  proposals  as  put  forward  in  the 
plan  "  Mass  Education  in  African  Society  "  should  be  applied 
(P-  38). 


(4)  Labour  Legislation.    Almost  non-existent  in  the  Colonies. 
Such  Legislation  should  be  adopted  which  covers  : — 

"  Factory  Acts,  Mines  Regulations  Acts,  other  Acts 
protecting  the  labour  of  women  and  children. 

"  Workmen's  Compensation  Acts,  with  raising  of  com- 
pensation rates  in  those  Colonies  where  a  beginning  of 
workmen's  compensation  is  in  force. 

"  Social    Insurance    Legislation,    covering    sickness,    in- 
capacity, old  age  and  unemployment  "  (pp.  38-39). 
Decisions    in    respect    of   I.L.O.    Conventions    should    be 
enforced  (p.  39). 

(5)  Political-Constitutional    Reforms.      The    first    steps    to 
self-government   are   to   carry   through   immediate   and   far- 
reaching  changes  in  the  constitutions  of  the  Colonies.    Despotic 
and  semi-despotic  rule  must  end.    The  executive  power  in 
each  Colony  should  be  responsible  to  a  popularly  elected 
Assembly  or  Legislature.    Such  Assembly  should  possess  full 
legislative  and  budgetary  powers.     Responsible  Government 
and  full  legislative  powers  are  the   minimum  requirements 
for  democratic  self-government  (pp.  39-40). 

A  number  of  examples  of  proposed  Constitutional  Reforms 
are  given  on  pages  40-44.     These  should  be  used  and  developed. 


Class  4.  British  Labour  Movement' and  the  Colonies 

The  following  are  the  principal  themes  for  this  class  : — 

(1)  The  retention  of  Colonies  constitutes  a  perpetual  menace 
to  the  British  people. 

(2)  The  co-operation  of  the  United  Powers  (Teheran  and  the 
International  Conferences)  lay  basis  for  peace-time  co-operation 
for  the  advancement  of  the  Colonies  and  prosperity  at  home. 

(3)  Full  development  of  Colonies  can  only  be  realised  if 
monopoly  control  is  removed  and  undemocratic  system  ended. 

(4)  Special  responsibility  of  the  British  Labour  movement. 

(5)  Present    policy    of   Labour    Party   and   Trades    Union 
Congress. 

(6)  Need  for  Labour  movement  to  conduct  wider  campaign 
for  specific  and  concrete  programme  of  aims. 


(1)  The    Retention    of   the    Colonies    constitutes    Perpetual 
Menace  to  the  British  People.    In  the  last  century  the  ending 
of  chattel-slavery  in  British  Empire  and  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  U.S.A.  were  vital  to  the  advance  of  peoples  of  Europe 
and  America.     So,  to-day,  liberation  of  the  Colonies  is  essential 
and  vital  to  our  further  advance.     We  must  win  wider  sections 
of  th?  people  to  understand  this  and  to  combat  the  specious 
arguments  to  prevent  this  advance. 

Anti-democratic  forms  of  rule  in  the  Colonies  have  proved 
an  ineffective  menace  to  civil  liberties  and  democratic  rights 
in  the  imperial  country.  The  monopoly  groups,  enriched  -by 
Colonial  profit  extracted  from  cheap  labour,  are  invariably 
to  be  found  among  the  most  stubborn  opponents  of  progressive 
development,  and  these  same  elements  fight  against  the  demo- 
cratic basis  of  political  life  in  Britain. 

Monopoly  interests  impose  low  economic  standards  and 
miserable  wages  for  the  Colonial  peoples,  resulting  in  restricted 
purchasing  power  of  the  people,  reducing  the  market  for 
goods.  Low  wages  in  the  Colonies  are  used  as  a  weapon  to  keep 
down  wages  at  home  (pp.  52-53). 

We  must  work  to  secure  increase  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
Colonial  peoples,  improvement  in  economic  conditions, 
housing,  etc.,  all  of  which  would  result  in  increased  demand 
for  manufactured  goods  (pp.  53-54). 

(2)  The  United  N.ations'  Co-operation  can  greatly  assist  the 
Advancement  of  Colonies.    The  chaotic  methods  of  production 
and  distribution  of  raw  materials  which  marked  period  prior 
to  war  can  be  prevented,  as  this  war  experiences  have  shown. 
The  Combined  Raw  Materials  Board  established  in  1942  by 
Britain  and  America  showed  in  a  report  that  it  has  been  possible 
to  make  very  real  progress  towards  planned  and  expeditious 
use  of  combined  raw  material  resources  (p.  54). 

In  other  spheres  the  experience  of  the  International  Con- 
ferences at  Hot  Springs,  Bretton  Woods  and  Dumbarton  Oaks 
show  that  the  basis  is  there  for  international  co-operation  to 
solve  the  big  problems  confronting  us  in  respect  of  the  advance- 
ment of  the  Colonial  peoples  (p.  53). 

(3)  Prosperity  will  be  assured  to  Britain  and   the   Colonies 

providing  monopolies  are  controlled  and  undemocratic  systems 
ended.    If  such  a  policy  were  applied  along  with  the  immediate 
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steps  as  outlined  in  Section  4,  then  development  and  prosperity 
would  be  assured  not  only  for  the  Colonial  peoples  but  for  the 
British  people  also.  Unprecedented  demands,  in  these  cir- 
cumstances, would  be  made  on  industries  such  as  engineering, 
textiles,  shipbuilding,  transport  and  docks. 

Read  in  conjunction  with  this  point  Chapter  10  of  How  to 
Win  the  Peace,  by  Harry  Pollitt. 

Mr.  Eugene  Staley,  in  his  book  "  World  Economic  Develop- 
ment," published  by  the  I.L.O.  of  the  League  of  Nations,  says  : 
"  When  one  looks  at  the  unfilled  material  wants  of  the 
vast  majority  of  the  world's  people,  it  is  quickly  apparent 
that  nothing  but  a   radical  advance  in  their  capacity  to 
produce   will   bring  them   within   hailing  distance   of  any 
modern  conception  of  freedom  from  want." 
This  applies  especially  to  the  peoples  of  the  Colonial  coun- 
tries.    A    prosperous    Britain    cannot    be   envisaged   without 
prosperity  for  the  Colonial  countries. 

(4)  Special  Responsibility  of  the  British  Labour  Movement. 

The  Labour  movement  of  Britain  has  over  a  long  period,  and 
as  a  result  of  struggles,  built  up  a  set  of  standards,  principles 
of  democracy,  freedom  of  organisation,  speech  and  press, 
minimum  wage  rates,  improved  hours  and  working  conditions. 
From  time  to  time  sections  of  the  Labour  movement  have 
not  only  protested  when  their  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
denial  of  these  things  to  the  Colonial  peoples,  but  have  identified 
themselves  and  directly  assisted  the  Colonial  peoples  (pp.  54-55). 
Two  trends  have  shown  themselves  in  the  Labour  movement, 
the  first  standing  solidly  by  the  principles  of  democracy  and 
freedom  being  applied  to  all  peoples,  the  second  given  ex- 
pression to  by  a  relatively  small  section  of  leading  people  like 
Macdonald  and  Thomas.  There  is  no  question  but  that  the 
former  is  the  true  expression  of  Labour  outlook.  The  Labour 
movement  has  a  special  responsibility  to  put  these  principles 
into  immediate  and  practical  application  (pp.  54-55). 

(5)  Present  Policy  of  the  Labour  Party  and  Trades  Union 
Congress.    While  the  Colonial  policy  of  the  Labour  Party  con- 
tains many  valuable  proposals  for  immediate  steps  dealing  with 
social   services,   health,   education,   etc.,   it   nevertheless   falls 
short.     The  question  of  self-determination  is  shelved  to  the 
dim  future,  and  the  Colonial  peoples  are  treated  as  "  primitive  " 
whose  territories  have  to  be  administered  as  a  "  trust." 
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The  experience  in  respect  of  the  Chinese  Revolution  and  the 
former  Tsarist  Colonies  should  have  compelled  a  revision  of 
the  "  not  yet  fit "  argument  applied  to  Colonial  peoples 
(pp.  55  and  56). 

The  "  Open  Door  "  policy,  "  free  access  to  raw  materials, 
markets  and  capital  investments,  is  advocated.  While  on  the 
other  hand,  the  wishes  of  the  Colonial  peoples  are  ignored  in 
determining  the  future  of  their  country  (p.  56). 

The  Trades  Union  Congress  and  resolutions  of  national 
Trade  Unions  all  express  the  deep  feeling  for  an  alternative 
policy  to  that  expressed  by  the  Labour  Party  official  document 
(p.  56-57). 

(6)  Labour  Movement  to  Conduct  Wider  Campaign  for 
Specific  and  Concrete  Programme  of  Aims.  The  Labour 
movement  must  express  its  policy  in  a  united  way.  The 
basic  principles  of  such  policy  can  only  be  the  full  acceptance 
of  self-determination  for  all  Colonial  peoples  and  the  fur- 
therance of  positive  immediate  demands  (p.  57). 

The  Labour  movement  in  co-operation  with  Colonial  peoples 
can  prevent  monopoly  plans  to  continue  Colonial  exploitation. 
It  is  necessary  and  urgent  to  get  from  the  Government  a  clear 
declaration  on  the  application  of  the  Atlantic  Charter.  This 
is  urgent  in  order  to  make  easier  any  adjustments  with  other 
members  of  the  United  Nations  and  would  secure  a  ready 
response  from  the  Colonial  peoples,  making  possible  the 
maximum  mobilisation  for  the  final  war  effort  (pp.  57-58). 

The  Labour  movement  must  initiate  a  wide  campaign  to  win 
the  people  of  Britain  for  the  policy  which  we  outline  on  page  58. 
We  must  secure  in  the  first  place  a  declaration  from  the  British 
Government  to  the  effect  that  the  principles  of  the  Atlantic 
Charter,  with  special  emphasis  that  Clause  3,  should  apply 
to  the  Colonial  peoples;  and  secondly,  a  comprehensive  pro- 
gramme of  immediate  reforms  to  apply  to  each  colony  at  once. 

If  these  principles  become  the  accepted  policy  of  the  Labour 
movement  of  this  country,  and  the  great  mass  of  people  in 
Great  Britain  are  won  in  support,  then  we  can  be  assured 
that  through  victory  over  Fascism  the  foundations  for  the 
building  of  a  better  world  will  be  guaranteed. 
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